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At pres ent, the total output of the world's s eaweed indus try amounts to around

US $6 billion, with more than 8 million tonnes of wet s eaweed us ed annually. S eaweeds

are widely us ed as food but are als o an important ingredient for the c os metic s

indus try. T hey als o s erve to produc e hydroc olloids (alginate, agar and c arrageenan),

whic h are us ed as thic kening and gelling agents . T his doc ument highlights the ris ing

importanc e of s eaweed farming and s hows how an es s ential As ian food has bec ome

popular in North and S outh Americ a as well as in E urope. T he report will be us eful

to thos e who wis h to know more about the s eaweed indus try, about the markets for

c ommerc ial s eaweeds and about the various s ourc es and methods of produc tion. It is

written with a minimum of tec hnic al language and is des igned to as s is t in making

dec is ions c onc erning s eaweeds and the s eaweed indus try.
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